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Film Synthesis: Sick around the World
The United States is known to be the wealthiest and powerful nation in the world, and yet, these features are not reflected in the basic amenities that its people should enjoy. Compared to other developed and capitalist democracies around the world, the United States is the largest spender in health care and yet its people are unable to access even the basic health care services. This ironic turn of events is depicted in the documentary film, Sick around the World. This essay argues that the film (Sick around the World), written by Jon Palfreman and T.R. Reid, produced by Jon Palfreman, depicts how America’s health care system is in trouble despite being the world’s most expensive system.
As both Sick around America and Sick around the World depict, the United States’ health care system is facing many problems including high costs, multiple gatekeepers, and the inability to provide insurance for the majority of the population (Hale, 2008). The film depicts how countries with more systemic challenges are able to provide better and more effective health care system to their people than the United States. Correspondent in the film Sick around the World, T.R. Reid explains that despite America’s rich and powerful features, the government has not been able to provide health care for its people. Based on the World Health Organization’s rating scale, the United States is ranked at 37th position worldwide in terms of health care provision (Sick around the World). It is ironic that America is the capital of the richest and the majority of its population cannot afford health care.
These problems have persisted with every government coming and promising a better system, but nothing has happened yet. These problems, as depicted in the film, have continued to persist due to the bureaucratic nature of the health care system and exploitation brought about by the high cost of health care in the United States. According to Hale (2008), the medical industry in America is differentiated from the rest of the countries with free-market regulations, which allows them to set the prices for the medical services and products. As depicted in the film, Why the U.S. pays more for healthcare than the rest of the World; the uncontrolled medical industry sets the prices of the medical services and products. Unlike the other countries like Britain, France, and Germany, the government regulates the health care and medical industry including price-fixing policies. The medical industry is enjoying the vast majority of the industry, which makes the government incapable. This is the main reason why the problems in the health care sector have not been fixed.
Providing universal health care should be the policy of the United States because many countries, which fall within the economic caliber with the United States, have implemented it successfully. As the film Sick around the World further depicts, every country has its problems, but they have been able to go through it and implement a universal system. For example, England’s problem is that patients frequently wait for elective services, in Germany, physicians are unsatisfied with the payment, and Japan’s problem is that the government’s hyper-aggressive price control policies. However, despite these problems, all these countries have been able to deliver a better and more efficient health care system to their people than America’s system.
Whether people are working are not, the government has a responsibility to provide health care for all its citizens. As the film depicts, countries like Germany, Switzerland, Britain, and Taiwan have a system where the government regulates and controls the entire medical industry. The mandatory coverage practiced in these countries has transformed their health care systems (Hale, 2008). The United States also can opt for mandatory coverage, which involves regulating health insurers, hospitals (both public and private), and nationalizing the medical profession.
The government should equally provide health care for people who are not working, not only because they are citizens, but because the government is responsible for every citizen’s health. The film has depicted that even countries like Germany and Japan with the huge population, France and Britain with the most diversified societies, and Switzerland with tax-phobic attitude as well as Canada and Britain that have the same health profiles as the United States have implemented more effective and better health care than America. Each of these countries has its shortcomings and they have not let that be the reason for not providing their people with a better health care system. Despite being the richest, U.S. health care is still experiencing numerous health care challenges including workforce shortage (Sick around America). As Fry (2020) explains, the availability of professionals in America’s health care is not proportionate with the demand. The country lacks adequate capacity in the schools and residency programs (Fry, 2020). These are among the reasons why both citizens who are working and those not working are not able to access health care.
Despite that the problem has been perennial, there is a solution. As Hale (2008) explains, the solution is based on government policies. Samuelson (2018) also agrees with Hale that the health care issue in the United States is a vexing political problem that needs to be handled through policy frameworks. The film further shows that the other countries that have more efficient and effective health care system have done so with policy changes. Therefore, the solution is that the government needs to fully regulate the medical industry to eliminate the bureaucracy, high administrative costs, and limits on treatment, which continue to harm America’s health care system. The uncontrolled health care system and medical industry is the problem.
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